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Emerging Writer Worksheet

Thematic Matrix
	Coffman, Putman, Adkisson, Kriner, and Monaghan (2016)
	Garcia and Yao (2019)
	Inouye and McAlpine (2017)

	Identity of doctoral students
	Scholarly identity
	Scholarly identity

	Refinement of identity
	Doctoral success
	Doctoral writing

	Scholars 
	Doctoral education
	Feedback

	CoP (Community of Practice) 
	Learning
	Supervision

	Experience (self-confidence) 
	Community
	Scholars



Theme 1: Identity
Theme 2: Doctoral experience



Finding Evidence to Support Themes

	Theme One:
	Identity

	Coffman, Putman, Adkisson, Kriner, and Monaghan (2016)
	· Doctoral identity is a function of education, experience, published research, conference presentations, and all that researchers possess in their mind as scholars or experts.
· Identity formation plays a large part in how graduate students, as adult learners, go from a position of seeing themselves as students to seeing themselves as scholars.
· As learners seek to hone their skills by mutually engaging with other learners of varied experience within the context of classes and social gatherings, their identity and they become competent in their professional skills. 

	Garcia and Yao (2019)
	· As doctoral students learn to conduct research, they hone their writing skills which is imperative in helping transition their identity as scholars.
· It is imperative to better understand how education doctoral students make sense of their identity and role within their new online scholarly community in order to better support their scholarly identity development.

	Inouye and McAlpine (2017)
	· Composing the thesis, a process that involves writing, research, feedback and revision, allows students to learn to situate themselves as scholars and establish scholarly identity.
· Writing is a major site of scholarly identity development, and doctoral students acquire self-assessment skills and gain confidence in their scholarly identities through giving and receiving feedback in peer groups.

	Synthesize
	Identity is key in fostering the role of research to handle independent research and cultivating self-efficacy in their capabilities. A particular point to note is the significance of writing in helping the researcher gain experience and develop the identity of a scholar.

Topic Sentence: Honing their research writing skills through varied experience and  constructive peer and supervisory feedback  aligns doctoral students to the conventional scholarly identity.

	Theme Two:
	Doctoral Experience

	Coffman, Putman, Adkisson, Kriner, and Monaghan (2016)
	· The process of becoming a researcher and adopting a professional and scholarly identity involves the experience and mastery of what it means to be a scholar and the competency of presenting research to groups of established scholars.
· Scholars have special skill in their field emanating from what they have been taught or what they have experienced studying a subject for a long time and knows a lot about it.

	Garcia and Yao (2019)
	· The experience of research writing in the course of their doctoral education allow the students to work on their ideas, which help them transition from the identity of a ‘good course-taker’ to that of an independent scholar.
· Being exposed to dissertations as a culminating component of a doctoral research experience help students to more tangibly understand what to expect and also to strategize how they could focus in on a particular dissertation topic early on in their program.

	Inouye and McAlpine (2017)
	· For doctoral students, there is evidence that peer writing groups may be useful in encouraging self-assessment as students learn to position themselves by collectively building identities as writers and peer reviewers, and sharing experiences in pursuit of the common goal of producing quality writing.

	Synthesize
	Doctoral experience through constructive feedback and exposure to research ideas ensures that they transition from novice researchers to independent scholars. They get exposed to varying levels of writing and analysis metrics that enable them to assess ideas from viewpoints that are too subtle for the layman eyes.
Topic Sentence: Through repeated exposure to dissertations and varying research writing approaches, doctoral students develop the capability to become reliable scholars. 

	
	





Forming a Thesis Statement


Topic sentence 1: Honing their research writing skills through varied experience and constructive peer and supervisory feedback aligns doctoral students to the conventional scholarly identity.
Topic sentence 2: Through repeated exposure to dissertations and varying research writing approaches, doctoral students develop the capability to become reliable scholars.
Thesis Statement: Doctoral students that hone their research writing skills through repeated exposure to dissertations are able to derive experiences that will transform their identity to independent scholars.




Organizing the Argument
I. Introduction
a. Engaging statement
In their quest to become scholars, doctoral students undergo a series of transformation in their identity from both the research and writing perspective. Their doctoral identity trajectory is flanked by several experiences of writing, review, and mastery of research analytics.
b. Contextualize topic
Identity development is a crucial facet of doctoral students. Its significance is inherent in understanding the critical point of departure in their trajectory to becoming scholarly researchers. 
c. Contextualize themes
Understanding the significance of the doctoral identity and the experiences that facilitates the progression of the aspirations of doctoral students is key. The journey to becoming a scholar is marred by incidences of fear and anxiety as the students seek to establish their independent scholarly thinking.
d. Thesis statement
Doctoral students that hone their research writing skills through repeated exposure to dissertations are able to derive experiences that will transform their identity to independent scholars.
II. Identity
a. Topic sentence: Honing their research writing skills through varied experience and constructive peer and supervisory feedback aligns doctoral students to the conventional scholarly identity.
b. Evidence from 3 articles
As doctoral students learn to conduct research, they hone their writing skills which is imperative in helping transition their identity as scholars (Garcia and Yao, 2019).
Writing is a major site of scholarly identity development, and doctoral students acquire self-assessment skills and gain confidence in their scholarly identities through giving and receiving feedback in peer groups (Inouye and McAlpine, 2017).
Identity formation plays a large part in how graduate students, as adult learners, go from a position of seeing themselves as students to seeing themselves as scholars (Coffman, Putman, Adkisson, Kriner, and Monaghan, 2016).
c. Transition statement to next theme:
The development of doctoral identity is a product of several experiences that give the students distinctive capabilities that will represent them as scholars.
III. Doctoral Experience
a. Topic sentence: Through repeated exposure to dissertations and varying research writing approaches, doctoral students develop the capability to become reliable scholars.
b. Evidence from 3 articles
The process of becoming a researcher and adopting a professional and scholarly identity involves the experience and mastery of what it means to be a scholar and the competency of presenting research to groups of established scholars (Coffman, Putman, Adkisson, Kriner, and Monaghan, 2016).
Peer writing groups may be useful in encouraging self-assessment as students learn to position themselves by collectively building identities as writers and peer reviewers, and sharing experiences in pursuit of the common goal of producing quality writing (Inouye and McAlpine, 2017).
The experience of research writing in the course of their doctoral education allow the students to work on their ideas, which help them transition from the identity of a ‘good course-taker’ to that of an independent scholar (Garcia and Yao, 2019).
IV. Conclusion
a. Support thesis statement
Doctoral education offers a plethora of writing and research experiences that enable the students to establish themselves as researchers.
b. Summarize theme points
As a researcher, identity is key in setting themselves apart based on the specialized skills they acquire from the program. The experience of writing dissertations and evaluating topics from highly professional topics transform the students into their doctorate aspirations.
c. Future research recommendations
Apart from the doctoral identity and experiences, it would be imperative to probe the role of professors in mentoring doctoral students into the various scientific fields, especially in their understanding of scientific paradigms. Understanding how the doctoral students are made flexible to accommodate revolutions in their field of interest is also an issue of interest.






Reflecting on the Process

Synthesizing an argument from the three research articles took me time. I had carefully gone through the articles to establish their main ideas and how they could relate to one another. Fortunately, there were videos to guide me, and they made the work easier as they clarified what needed to be done.  However, getting the evidence to support my claim was challenging and forced me to change the themes so that everything aligned with the thought process that I developed as I read the articles. Although the work was time-consuming, it sharpened my analytical skills and helped me synthesize an argument from different articles.
Writing down the themes and deriving the evidence to support them from the articles made it simple to develop a thesis statement that the three articles could support. While all of them entailed doctoral identity and research writing, they were designed to present the argument from different perspectives and allowed me to understand the dynamics surrounding doctoral education.
I learned how to organize an argument in terms of a thesis statement, supporting points, and evidence showing the relevance of the points. Also, I learned how to connect two points by using transition elements to ensure that the argument flows smoothly from one part to the other without causing a disconnect in the overall argument structure. Despite being complicated at a glance, it becomes enjoyable, and now I take the skill of argument synthesis and organization to the next assignment. I now know how to relate ideas and themes from different articles to probing the relevance of studies.
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